La creme
de la creme

by Ann Dee Allen

Bead&Button readers and
show-goers select the
10 best teachers in the U.S.

To identify our top 10 jewelry teachers, we ran a survey and asked respondents to
write in the names of their favorite instructors. The survey was open to the public
and was answered by our readers, BeadAndButton.com visitors, and Bead&Button
Show enthusiasts. At first we were ecstatic to receive 229 names of teachers, plus a
cascade of compliments about them. We quickly realized, however, that we would
have to name just 10 of these wonderful teachers to our list. Not all of the best
teachers can be in our top 10, but the 10 people mentioned most in the survey are
highly representative of all great instructors of beadwork, wirework, polymer clay,

metal clay, and mixed media. Our top 10 teachers for 2010 are:

Marcia De Coster (a)

Business: MadDesigns

Teaches: Bead weaving with a focus

on right-angle weave

Web site: marciadecoster.com

Blog: maddesignsbeads.blogspot.com
E-mail: See marciadecoster.com

““I want each student to build on funda-
mental skills so that he or she can realize
a creative voice. My projects build upon
current knowledge of one stitching tech-
nique so that students are able to produce
a project and improve technique.”

Celie Fago (b)

Business: Celie Fago

Teaches: Precious metal clay, bronze and
copper clay, 24k gold keum-boo, polymer
clay, and metalwork

Web site: celiefago.com

E-mail: celiefago@comcast.net

“When it comes to teaching, preparation,
knowing one’s subject, and organization
all go without saying. The one truly
essential tool is patience.”
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Diane Fitzgerald (c)

Business: Beautiful Beads

Teaches: Jewelry made with basic bead-
work stitches including peyote, brick,
netting, and Zulu stitches

Web site: dianefitzgerald.com

E-mail: dmfbeads@bitstream.net

“My goal in teaching is to give respect to
each student, to give each person confi-
dence in herself and her creativity, and

to offer appealing designs that provide a
means of self-expression and satisfaction.”

Mary Hettmansperger (d)

Business: Mary Hetts

Teaches: Mixed-metal jewelry, cold
connections, woven and fiber-related
techniques for jewelry design, basketry,
surface design for quilting, metal clay
jewelry, wirework, and peyote beading
Web site: maryhetts.com

E-mail: hetts@ctlnet.com

“Everyone has a playful side, although
many people don’t allow themselves
the freedom to explore it. | try to give
students a fun, safe, and noncritical
environment to find their creative voices.”

Lisa Niven Kelly (e)

Business: Beaducation, Inc.

Teaches: Wirework, metalwork, and
off-loom beadwork

Web sites: lisanivenkelly.com,
beaducation.com

E-mail: lisa@beaducation.com

“When teaching, | have two goals in
mind: to teach students something new
and useful and to ensure that they have
fun doing it. | want to fill our class time
with as much information as possible and
make the experience enjoyable and fun.”

Laura McCabe (f)

Businesses: Just Let Me Bead, Laura
McCabe Jewelry

Teaches: Bead weaving

Web sites: justletmebead.com,
lauramccabejewelry.com

E-mail: justletmebead@gmail.com
“Teaching is about sharing a love of
beads and beadwork and the camaraderie
that comes from practicing and expound-
ing upon an ancient craft. In sharing my
enthusiasm for the materials and the art,

I hope that I inspire others to find their
own creative voices.”

Anne E. Mitchell (g)

Business: Anne E. Mitchell

Teaches: Ancient chain making, fine-
silver metalsmithing, wirework, and PMC
Web site: annemitchell.net

E-mail: anne@annemitchell.net

“I teach techniques designed to encour-
age students to grow and explore their
own creativity. The most important tool
that | use is humor. By being accessible
and attentive and making people laugh |
help them relax, open up, and have fun.”






